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th 

April 2014 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back!  We hope you had a good Easter. 

 

This half term we will be exploring different environments to cover all areas of learning and 

development in the Early Years Foundation Stage.  This week and next we will be visiting the beach 

and learning about life under the sea.  In week 3, we are off to the rainforest.  In week 4, we are 

exploring space and making a rocket.  Finally, in the last week, we go back in time to the Jurassic 

period and will be finding out about prehistoric life and habitat.  We have a range of activities on offer 

associated with these contrasting environments, some fantastic stories and poems to share and some 

great role play areas planned.   

 

During ‘forest school’ our activities include ‘fishing’, taking part in a chameleon camouflage 

expedition and following dinosaur footprints!  Please visit our website to view photos of activities the 

children have participated in during forest school.  Please dress your child according to the weather –

we are hoping for sun and hope to be able to eat our snack in the Park/woods during this session! 

 

We will be continuing to consolidate your children’s phonological awareness this term with a variety 

of activities that develop listening skills, syllable awareness and the ability to distinguish speech 

sounds. This week our letter sound phoneme is ‘z’.  We have all been incredibly impressed by your 

children’s enjoyment of the sound table and your efforts in providing such imaginative items.  We 

have decided to finish the half term with four weeks of common two letter sound phonemes starting 

with words beginning with ‘ch’ in week two, with ‘sh’ in week three, and ‘th’ in week four.  For the 

last week we will be testing you to bring in items containing the sound phonemes ‘oo’ or ‘ee’! When 

we return after half term we will be recapping the alphabet sounds with a different alphabet sound 

each day starting with ‘a’ through to ‘z’ – we hope you and your children enjoy this! 

 

This term we will also be arranging a ‘buddy’ system to support our downstairs children transition to 

the upstairs Nursery.  Each of our Nursery children will be allocated a preschool child to ‘look after’ 

when they visit the Nursery and accompany us on one of our forest school outings! 

 

This half term is four and a half weeks long, finishing on Friday 23rd May.  The following half term 

is six and a half weeks long and we break up for the summer holidays on Wednesday 16
h
 July.  There 

is a bank holiday on Monday 5th May.  Therefore, the Nursery contribution for this half term is £66.  

Please add lunch club payments (£5 each) and afternoon sessions (£10 without lunch club) to your 

contribution.  To help with administration, please provide a breakdown of the amount you are paying 

and please use your child’s name as a reference when paying by BACS or with vouchers.   

 

 

      Busy Bees  
         (Marshalswick)Ltd 

Caroline Upton MA, BA(Hons), PGCE, EYPS 
Marshalswick 
St. Albans 
Herts 
Tel:    01727 762587 

            07977 708464(mobile) 
email: busybeesweb@hotmail.com 
twitter:@busybeesweb 
website: busybeesmarshalswick.com 



On Tuesday 3
rd

 June (straight after half term) we are having a Busy Bees group photo taken. The 

Nursery children will have an individual photo of themselves and a Nursery group photo taken which 

will list their names.  There will be a special Nursery leavers pack to purchase if you wish to!   If your 

child does not attend Busy Bees on a Tuesday, but you would like them to be in the photo, please 

speak to Jane.  During any hot weather, please can you apply sun tan lotion to your child before 

arriving at Busy Bees (we are happy to top lotion up during the day if you leave a named bottle of 

lotion in your child’s box).  Please can you also ensure that your child has a named sun hat! 

 

Please let us know if you have any queries, concerns or questions. Have an enjoyable term! 


